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  Child Safeguarding Policy

Introduction 
This policy applies to all coaches, organisers, officials, directors, paid staff and volunteers, as well as players working or playing table tennis. 

The purpose of the policy is:

1. To protect children and young people playing table tennis, including the children of adults who are involved with our sport. 

2. To provide staff and volunteers with the overarching principles which guide our approach to safeguarding and child protection.

Table Tennis Ireland believes that a child or young person should never experience abuse of any kind. We have a responsibility to promote the welfare of all children and young people and to keep them safe, and we are committed to playing, training and competing in a way which protects them. 

Ethos

We believe that our sport is one that can be enjoyed across the lifespan and our values are around participation, respect, fair play and good behaviour, both on and off the court. Of course our sport is competitive, however we believe that these values are most important; winning, when it happens, is a happy side-effect. 
We want to encourage players of all ages and abilities and we want our coaches to be instrumental in this. We want to install an open and honest approach, and we want to make clear the pathways for development and selection for teams/competitions at every level. We want our players, coaches, parents, volunteers, organisers, and officials to engage in mutually respectful communication and behaviour, and this extends to all online platforms and electronic communications. In order to lay the foundations for a more open, honest and mutually respectful stance, we are committed to engaging our children and young people in the development of new policies and resources. 
Links to Relevant Guidance and Legal Frameworks

This policy has been drawn up on the basis of law and guidance that seeks to protect children, namely:

· Children Act, 1989
· United Convention of the Rights of the Child, 1991
· Data Protection Acts 1998 to 2018
· Human Rights Act, 1998
· Sexual Offences Act, 2003
· Children Act, 2004
· Safeguarding Vulnerable Groups Act, 2006
· Protection of Freedoms Act, 2012
· Children and Families Act 2014
· Special Educational Needs and Disability Code of Practice: 0 – 25 years
· Statutory guidance for organisations which work with and support children and young people who have special educational needs
· Code of Ethics and Good Practice in Children’s Sport, Irish Sports Council
· Children First Act, 2015
Equality Statement

This policy recognises that the welfare and interests of children is paramount in all circumstances. It aims to ensure that regardless of age, ability or disability, gender reassignment, race, religion or belief, sex or sexual orientation, socio-economic background, all children:
· Have a positive and enjoyable experience of table tennis in a safe and child centred environment.
· Are protected from abuse whilst participating in table tennis and associated activities, including but not limited to, fitness/strength and conditioning and travel away from home to compete or train. 

Table Tennis Ireland acknowledges that some children, including children with disabilities, and young people, or those from ethnic minority communities, can be particularly vulnerable to abuse and we accept the responsibility to take reasonable and appropriate steps to ensure their welfare.   

Scope of the Policy

Table Tennis Ireland acknowledges the duty of care to safeguard and promote the welfare of children and is committed to ensuring safeguarding practice reflects statutory responsibilities, government guidance and complies with best practice and statutory requirements.

As part of our safeguarding policy Table Tennis Ireland will:
· Promote and prioritise the safety and wellbeing of children and young people.
· We will offer training on Safeguarding Children through the Local Sports Partnership network, with an emphasis on recognising, identifying and responding to signs of abuse, neglect and other safeguarding concerns. We will develop associated documentation and aide memoirs in order to ensure that all involved with table tennis in Ireland understand their roles and responsibilities in respect of safeguarding. 
· We will value our children and young people, respect them and listen to them. We will also engage with them to ensure that policies and associated resources are acceptable and accessible. 
· We will develop a code of conduct for players, parents, coaches, officials, volunteers and board members. 
· All of those who work with children and young people will be required to attend training in Safeguarding Children once initially, and then once every three years. 
· We will ensure appropriate action is taken in the event of incidents/concerns of abuse and we will provide support to the individual/s that raise or disclose the concern.
· We will ensure that confidential, detailed and accurate records of all safeguarding concerns are maintained and securely stored.
· We will make use of our procedures to investigate any allegations against staff and volunteers appropriately. 
· We will prevent the employment/deployment of unsuitable individuals by ensuring all individuals working with children and young people in our sport have been appropriately vetted in accordance with local guidelines and procedures.
· We will ensure robust safeguarding arrangements and procedures are in operation. 
· We will develop and maintain an environment that is anti-bullying, and we will ensure that we also develop policies and procedures to deal with any bullying that occurs. 

· We will ensure safe physical environments for our children and young people, coaches, officials and volunteers in accordance with relevant health and safety regulations. 

· Risk assessments will be carried out in clubs, tournaments and training camps both home and abroad to identify the potential risks to our children and young people. 
This policy and its associated procedures are mandatory for everyone involved in Table Tennis Ireland and its provincial branches. Failure to comply with the policy and procedures will be addressed without delay and may ultimately result in dismissal/exclusion from the organisation and tournaments that are held under the auspices of Table Tennis Ireland.
Reporting a Concern

Concerns should be reported in the first instance to a responsible adult, or the Club Safeguarding Officer, the Provincial Child Protection Officer or the National Children’s Officer. Names of the club Safeguarding Officer should be displayed on the club website and in posters that are visible within the club. 

The names of the Provincial Child Protection Officers are:
Ulster

Adrian Brown  

Connaught     
Vacant (Please contact another branch or the National Safeguarding Officer)  

Leinster         
Annette Murtagh
  

Munster   
June Heinen and Eoin Kelly 

The National Safeguarding Officer is: Helen Earley (safeguarding@tabletennisireland.ie)
If there are concerns about the safety or welfare of a young person action must be taken.  If the Safeguarding Officers/Children’s Officer is unsure about the reportable nature of certain behaviours they can contact the Provincial or National Children’s officer, or the duty social worker in the local Health and Social Care Trust (HSCT) or in the local Child and Family Agency.
Where there are immediate concerns about the risk to a child or young person please call your local emergency services on 999. Don’t assume that someone else will do it, make the call. 
Where there are concerns about an adult individual who is working with children please report this in the first instance to the relevant Provincial Child Protection Officers, who will then liaise with the National Safeguarding Officer. Where there are immediate concerns about the safety of a young person, who is in contact with this adult, please follow the guidance above and contact the local emergency service on 999. 
All reports of concerns should be passed to the Club, Provincial or National Child Protection Officers who will in turn report the matter to the local statutory authorities. It is not the responsibility of anyone in Table Tennis Ireland to decide whether or not abuse has taken place, and it is not their role to investigate as this will be the responsibility of the local statutory body. Nevertheless, it is the responsibility of everyone involved in Table Tennis Ireland to protect children by making contact with the appropriate individuals, and then assisting the local authorities so that they can carry out their investigations and take the action that is needed to safeguard the young person. 

Monitoring 

This policy will be reviewed a year after development and then every two years, or in the following circumstances:

· changes in legislation and/or government guidance

· as required by the Local Safeguarding Children Board, UK Sport and/or TUSLA. 
· as a result of any other significant change or event.

This policy has been endorsed by the Board of Directors at Table Tennis Ireland, and their names, signatures and roles may be found below:

Joseph A. Hickey
(Chair)
Pat Hunter

(Finance Director)
Rob Cowan

(Operations Director)
Date: 2nd of March 2019
This policy has also been endorsed by a selection of our Junior and Cadet Players as well as parents and coaches.
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